DOMINION     STATUS	221
system which must of necessity embrace so mam- divergent
units. They realize that no political artistry can smooth
over the difficulties involved in readjusting an intricate
relationship between the Indian States and British India,
and that the conditions out of which the Federal form has
to be evolved do not at present exist either in the Provinces
or in the States. They know that the constitutional reforms
would defeat their very purpose if in the place of a sure
foundation for Federation, there should be a form of Central
Government which is neither unitary nor truly Federal.
And yet it became evident in the process of investiga-
tions lasting over eight years that an All-India Federation
alone would offer a wide enough opportunity for putting
Indian polity on a stable foundation. It would bring about
integration of economic life and make way for lasting unity
among the diverse races and interests. One should regard
Federation not just as a political contrivance for the division
of powers, but as a means of achieving a synthesis in the
polity of a country with so many different communities,
races and cultures. True, there is no historical precedent
for the type of Federation as provided in the Act, but that
cannot be an argument against its adoption in Indian
conditions. After all, there is no such thing as a pure type
of the Federal State.
The question that agitates political India is whether
the proposals would eventually tend to political devolution
to the extent conceded in the Dominions or not; in other
words, will Federation lead India to the goal of Dominion
Status ?
CL   DOMINION   STATUS
Almost all political opinion in India desires a Status
in the British Commonwealth as an equal partner like the
self-governing Dominions; and the goal of Dominion
Status has been recognized in the various declarations and
statements since the introduction of the Reforms of 1921.

